CHAP TER   XI

FRANCE AFTER LIBERATION

THIS period lias not yet sufficiently emerged from the passions it
aroused for a historian to be able to study it objectively; and yet
we must indicate the main outlines of the picture. What was die
country's legal government in 1944? Vichy's 'French State*, repudiated
since November 1942 by the majority of Frenchmen, had been dissolved
by the Germans. No real force any longer supported this regime, dis-
avowed even by those who in good faith had first regarded it as the
legitimate heir of the Third Republic. Was it possible to re-establish this
Third Republic and its institutions? Obviously, Parliament could have
been convened, minus those of its members who had committed grievous
faults; the National Assembly could have been called together; the 1875
Constitution could have been modified if it was considered necessary
and a regular President of the Republic could thereupon have been
chosen. This procedure would have had the advantage of removing
France from an interim status, of avoiding useless discussion and of
assuring the Government of the collaboration of men who had experience
in public affairs. It was not followed, partly because the country, which
had suffered gready, held a grudge against those whom it considered
responsible for its misfortunes and seemed to want 'something new'; and
mosdy because the men who, either at London and Algiers, or in the
internal Resistance, had taken over command in dangerous circum-
stances thought they had a right to retain it. Hence it was decided that
the French Republic would be administered by a provisional Government,
that a Constituent Assembly would be chosen, and that the new Constitu-
tion would be ratified by a plebiscite.

It was still necessary to agree on the make-up of the provisional Govern-
ment. A great majority wanted at that time to confer the presidency on
General de Gaulle. The Algiers ministers had moved to Paris the moment
the capital had been liberated, but they had to take into account the
desires of the Resistance. A compromise ensued: new men who came
out of the National Council of Resistance and who had proved their
worth in action (Bidault, Teitgen) entered the Government and worked
with the Algiers contingent First of all the war had to be brought
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